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Trends in Core Political Attitudes among Taiwanese —
Data Collection Methodology

I.  Data Sampling and Analysis

The research target population for each survey is the adult population 20 years or older in
the Taiwan Area (i.e. excluding the offshore islands of Kinmen and Matsu). Sample for every
telephone survey is drawn from telephone books, with the most recent year’s set of China
Telecom Residential Telephone Number Books serving as the population. Each sample is
constructed from numbers listed in each county and city telephone book and is drawn
proportionately from all residential phone numbers across the island. In order to ensure
complete coverage, after systematic sampling produces a sample for each city and county, it is
then supplemented as circumstances warrant based on the last two or four digits to include
households with unlisted numbers. After phone contact is established, the interviewer follows
the specified intra-household sampling procedure to identify the targeted member of the

household, and begins the interview.

In order to ensure that the sample structure is more representative of the population, key
sample variables are used to weight the sample’s partial characteristics through an iterated
(raking) process. These include weights for sex, age, education and geographic location
calculated from the Taiwan-Fukien Demographic Fact Book, Republic of China, published by

the Ministry of the Interior.

The chart of trends in core political attitudes among Taiwanese is based on data gathered
through this center’s telephone survey polls. Interview data is merged at the end of each year
(Data from January to June was announced in the middle of the year). After results are

weighted, the figures for the three main variables are parsed out and added to the trend chart.



II. Time of Coverage and Sample Sizes

The data presented in the current trend chart includes that from 1992 through the first

half of 2021. The interview sample sizes for each year are detailed below:

Year Cases

1992 4120
1994 1209
1995 21402
1996 10666
1997 3910
1998 14063
1999 9273
2000 11062
2001 10679
2002 10003
2003 14247
2004 34854
2005 7939
2006 13193
2007 13910
2008 16280
2009 20244
2010 13163
2011 23779
2012 18011
2013 13359
2014 20009
2015 22509
2016 15099
2017 13455
2018 9490
2019 16276
2020 11490
2021 4717




III. Main Variables

1. Taiwan Independence versus Unification with the Mainland (TI-UM)
The independence-unification (TI-UM) position is constructed from the following survey item:
“Thinking about Taiwan-mainland relations, there are several differing opinions: 1.
unification as soon as possible; 2. independence as soon as possible; 3. maintain the status
quo and move toward unification in the future; 4. maintain the status quo and move toward
independence in the future; 5. maintain the status quo and decide in the future between
independence or unification; 6. maintain the status quo indefinitely. Which do you prefer?” In
addition to these six attitudes, the trend chart also includes non-responses for a total of seven

categories.
2. Political Party Identification (PID)

The political party identification variable was constructed by combining three survey
items. The respondent is first asked the following: “Among all political parties in our country,
which party do you think of yourself as leaning toward?” If the respondent names a party,
then that answer is taken to be the respondent’s party identification; if the respondent does not
answer unequivocally, then s/he is asked “Relatively speaking, do you lean toward any
political party?”.” If the respondent then names a party, that answer is taken to be his/her
party ID; and if the respondent still does not indicate a preference, the answer is counted as a
non-response.

3. Taiwanese Identity

The following survey item was used in all instances to construct the measure of
Taiwanese identity: “In our society, there are some people who call themselves ‘Taiwanese’,
some who call themselves ‘Chinese’, and some who call themselves both. Do you consider
yourself to be ‘Taiwanese’, ‘Chinese’, or both?”. Responses are scored into one of four

categories: Taiwanese, Chinese, both, or no response.

Statement of Copyright
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* The question before September, 2015 was that the respondent was first asked the following: “Of the following
five political parties -- Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, or KMT), Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),
New Party (NP), People First Party (PFP), and Taiwan Solidarity Union (TSU) -- which party do you support
the most?” If the respondent names a party, then that answer is taken to be the respondent’s party identification;
if the respondent does not answer unequivocally, then s/he is asked “which do you prefer more: the KMT, the
DPP, the NP, the PFP, or the TSU, or do you not prefer any of these?”".
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